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Top ten birds as voted for by participants: 

1. Hispaniolan Trogon    6. Hispaniolan Woodpecker 

2. Broad-billed Tody     7. Palmchat 

3. Bay-breasted Cuckoo    8. Eastern Chat-Tanager 

4. Ashy-faced Owl     9. Hispaniolan Crossbill 

5. Ridgway's Hawk     10. Rufous-throated Solitaire 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tour Summary 

Our Endemics of Hispaniola I tour began with some downtown capital birding from the balcony in 

colonial Santo Domingo. At dawn, we heard the noisy calls of Hispaniolan Parakeet and soon we 

picked up some distant perched birds. A little later, a fantastic flock of them flew in and landed in a tree 

nearby, providing us with great scope views of this neat island endemic. Santo Domingo is surely the 

best place for this target, as the parakeets were fairly scarce in other parts of our itinerary. Other species 

that we got to watch from the balcony included our first Antillean Mango and the tiny Vervain 

Hummingbird. Our next stop was the Botanical Garden of Santo Domingo. At arrival, we were greeted 

by the country’s national bird, the Palmchat – a common 

and conspicuous endemic placed in its own monotypic 

family, the Dulidae. We watched many of the gregarious 

Palmchats as they were just about the commonest species in 

the garden! Hispaniolan Woodpeckers were also present in 

good numbers, and we enjoyed great views of this 

spectacular island endemic. Black-whiskered Vireo, one of 

our targets for the morning, was soon spotted in the canopy. 

The vireos were singing but typically from high up in the 

canopy above us, so getting them in view was somewhat of 

a challenge (and a neck breaker!). A Mangrove Cuckoo 

responded in the distance but eluded us during the morning. 

We did get great views of a Hispaniolan Lizard Cuckoo that 

was seemingly much more interested in our tape. West 

Indian Whistling Duck, our principal target for the morning, 

was easily located along a small stream. We watched a pair 

with little ducklings at close range. The Botanical Garden is 

a safe haven for this vulnerable species of whistling duck 

that is still hunted illegally in many places. A pair of 

Hispaniolan Parakeets was found nesting in a palm and was 

nicely scoped.  

 

Here, we also watched Antillean Mango and Vervain Hummingbird perched side by side, with the 

latter being minuscule compared to the other (Vervain Hummingbird is the second smallest bird in the 

world!). A mixed party of migrant warblers yielded species like American Redstart, Northern Parula 

and Black-and-white, Yellow-throated, Cape May and Prairie Warblers. Other species that we enjoyed 

in the Botanical Garden included Black-crowned (Palm) Tanager, Antillean Palm Swift, Grey 

Kingbird, Stolid Flycatcher and Red-legged Thrush. After a successful morning of birding, we started 

the longish drive to the remote Sierra de Bahoruco at the far western end of the country. After arriving 

at Villa Barancoli, at the base of Sierra de Bahoruco, we watched a large and spectacular flock of loud 

Hispaniolan Woodpecker by Dušan 

Brinkhuizen 
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White-necked Crows. In the late afternoon, we walked the nearby Rabo de Gato trail, which produced 

brief but good views of the elusive White-fronted Quail-Dove – a neat endemic! We also heard the rare 

Bay-breasted Cuckoo call in the distance right before dusk. 

 

Today, we had an early departure for our “big day” in search of Hispaniolan endemics. The highlands 

hold the vast majority of important targets; and for some 

species, today was going to be our only chance at them. At 

4:00 AM, we drove up to the higher parts of the Sierra de 

Bahoruco with three 4x4 high-clearance vehicles. The road 

was in bad condition (as always!) but, luckily, we got to the 

pine forest of Zapoten in time for Hispaniolan Nightjar. At 

least three birds started vocalising just before dawn and two 

of them were briefly seen in the spotlight. The distinct call 

of Ashy-faced Owl was heard well but the bird did not seem 

to show any interest in our tape playback. La Selle Thrush 

was our next target bird at Zapoten, but this bad boy gave us 

a lot of trouble! The species is typically found foraging on 

the track, but more often so in the early morning hours. We 

carefully walked the first few kilometres of the track in 

search of the thrush but without much success. It was first 

seen by me while it was hopping on the trail in front of the 

group, but a Zenaida Dove flew in and flushed it! Later on, 

multiple La Selle Thrushes were glimpsed as they crossed, 

but none of the birds stuck around. It was rather frustrating, 

as the early morning passed by quickly and nobody had 

secured binocular views of the thrush yet.  

 

In the meantime, we also had to check on other targets present, and we enjoyed great scope views of 

our first Hispaniolan Trogons, Hispaniolan Pewee and Hispaniolan Spindalis, among others. Luckily, 

two other major target species for the day did cooperate in the morning: a couple of White-winged 

Warblers showed really well at close range and Western Chat-Tanager was picked up along the way, 

with three skulking birds showing well in 

the undergrowth. Herb did not get on the 

chat-tanager the first time, but later on 

we managed to get more views of 

another pair. Our quest for the La Selle 

Thrush continued, but it was eluding us 

as the morning passed by. A great 

surprise was a superb White-fronted 

Quail-Dove foraging on the track that we 

scoped for a prolonged time. A great 

catch-up for Cindy, who had missed the 

bird of the previous day! Other new 

specialities that we got at Zapoten 

included Narrow-billed Tody, Green-

tailed Warblers, Greater Antillean 

Elaenia, Antillean Siskin, Hispaniolan 

Emerald and Antillean Piculet. The 

Hispaniolan Trogon by Dušan Brinhuizen 

Birding Zapoten road by Karen MacBride 
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beautiful song of Rufous-throated Solitaire was commonly heard in the forest and, eventually, we had 

great looks at a perched adult. A few Golden Swallows showed really well while foraging low over the 

forest. This species is now considered endemic to Hispaniola, as the population in Jamaica is most 

likely extirpated. Bicknell’s Thrush, a rare boreal migrant that winters in the highlands of Hispaniola, 

called back in response to playback. We approached the bird 

and it showed itself briefly.  

 

Around lunchtime, we targeted the Hispaniolan Crossbill in 

the upper pine forests of Zapoten. Crossbills were briefly 

heard but we were not able to relocate them at first. The 

resident race of the Pine Warbler was also present, and 

multiple birds were heard singing. We decided to have our 

packed lunch at the site where we had heard the crossbills 

initially. Our tactic paid off, as it was Barbara that soon 

spotted a splendid male Hispaniolan Crossbill atop a pine 

tree. Everybody was able to watch the male in the scope as it 

was foraging for a prolonged time in the same tree. After 

lunch, we continued our quest for the thrush by walking up 

and down the track, but without any success, as bird activity 

had dropped significantly. At the ranger station in the lower 

part of Zapoten, we got great scope views of two Hispaniolan 

Amazons in the late afternoon. We decided to stay up at 

Zapoten until dusk to increase our chances for the thrush. 

Our tactic was to drive back up the track with everybody in 

the back of the open pickup truck, in the hope for a later 

afternoon thrush on the road. The plan worked, for a Bicknell’s Thrush that came out, but not for La 

Selle. At a certain spot, we did encounter two La Selle Thrushes that were counter-singing. 

Unfortunately, the birds remained inexplicably secretive and it 

was only Karen that got to see a bird well in a small window. By 

this time, it got dark quickly and we had to start our long drive 

back to Villa Barancoli. There was no doubt that we worked 

hard today, as most of us had walked over 8 miles up and down 

the track in search of the elusive thrush! On our way down, we 

briefly tried for Least Poorwill and Ashy-faced Owl but without 

any success. Back at the cabins, we had a late dinner and our 

host, Katy, was very happy to have us back home safe and sound 

– it had been a long day indeed! 

 

The next morning, we tried for Least Poorwill at Villa Barancoli, 

but without success. We did find a singing individual just 

outside Puerto Escondido. It sang nicely in response to our tape 

but, unfortunately, the bird did not come closer. We then 

continued to La Placa in the lower foothills of the Sierra de 

Bahoruco. Our two principal targets here were Flat-billed Vireo 

and Bay-breasted Cuckoo. The vireo was fairly easily located by 

voice, but it took a little hide-and-seek before everyone got it in 

the bins. In turn, the cuckoo is a rare and endangered endemic 

that is difficult to target, so we knew that seeing it was kind of a 

Hispaniolan Spindalis by Dušan 

Brinkhuizen 

Bay-breasted Cuckoo by Dušan 

Brinkhuizen 
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long shot. We trawled for the cuckoo with playback along the La Placa road, but without success. A 

skulking Hispaniolan Lizard Cuckoo was the cause for some excitement, but it was soon identified as 

such. The local ranger had not seen or heard the “Kua” recently, Kua being the local name for the Bay-

breasted Cuckoo (the name being derived from its distinct call). We did get some other stuff along the 

track, including a splendid Broad-billed Tody that really showed off!  

 

Our local guide, Rafael, suggested 

trying for the cuckoo at another spot a 

few kilometres further up the road. Here 

we watched a nice pair of Antillean 

Euphonia, and Paul got us on a secretive 

Louisiana Waterthrush. Suddenly, we 

got a nearby response call of a Bay-

breasted Cuckoo: within a minute this 

spectacular creature popped out in the 

open and everybody got cracking views 

of it – incredible, what a blast! The 

adult bird stuck around for several 

minutes and allowed us to get multiple 

views. On our way back to Puerto 

Escondido, we searched for the 

Hispaniolan Oriole and with success. 

First we found a confiding juvenile bird, 

and it was later accompanied by an 

adult. In retrospect, it was our only sighting of this fairly widespread but definitely possible-to-miss 

island endemic. A small warbler flock produced two Yellow-throated Warblers, an Ovenbird and 

multiple Northern Parulas. A female type Village Weaver (an introduced species) also showed up here. 

After lunch, we said goodbye to Kate and the lovely staff at Villa Barancoli and started our longish 

journey to the town of Pedernales. 

A brief birding stop at Laguna 

Rincon did not work out, as access 

to the freshwater wetlands was 

impossible because of a broken 

bridge. We did have access to 

Laguna de Oviedo, which 

produced a few nice water birds, 

including American Flamingo, 

Roseate Spoonbill, various migrant 

waders and a neat white morph 

Reddish Egret. In Pedernales, we 

enjoyed a nice family-style dinner 

with a cold beer! 

 

An early wakeup did not produce the hoped-for night birds. We tried for Ashy-faced Owl at a known 

site along Alcoa road, but without success. Lower down the road there was no sign of Least Poorwill 

either. We did get to the tropicbird cliff at Cabo Rojo early; and after a couple of minutes of waiting 

and scanning, we got several White-tailed Tropicbirds. At Cabo Rojo marsh, we watched numerous 

water birds, including several species of ducks, waders, ibises and egrets, all foraging at close range. 

Scanning for tropicbirds by Pat Lincoln 

Laguna Cabo Rojo by Herb Wilson 
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Cindy got lucky with a swift Least Bittern in flight. A resident race of Mangrove Warbler was seen in 

the nearby bushes and Cave Swallows were flying overhead in small numbers. Soon, we drove back up 

the Alcoa road for our principal target of the day: the Hispaniolan Palm Crow. We continued straight to 

the hotspot for the palm crow, but the ranger had not seen 

them yet. According to him, their time schedule varied 

from day to day but the birds do show up at his house 

eventually. We birded the pine forest edge for about an 

hour in the immediate vicinity of the ranger’s house, and 

enjoyed great scope views of Hispaniolan Amazons. A 

singing Pine Warbler was worth chasing, as it finally 

showed nicely. A couple of Golden Swallows were around 

as well. Suddenly, we heard the loud and harsh calls of the 

palm crows. Two adult birds showed up next to the 

building and showed really well. At the same time, Cindy 

got a Hispaniolan Crossbill briefly in view, another top 

bird, but the palm crows got priority for the moment.  

 

After our successful palm crow twitch, we continued to 

mid elevations to search for Loggerhead Kingbird. 

Various species were observed along the road, including 

Stolid Flycatchers and plenty of Hispaniolan Pewees, but 

no kingbird. A pair of Hispaniolan Trogons posed nicely 

in the scope. Lunch at a picturesque beach restaurant was 

really nice. This is where the group got to meet singer Raulin Rodrigues, a famous Dominican 

Bachatero that wanted a picture taken with us. Bachata is a style of music that originated in the 

Dominican Republic and is very popular in the Caribbean. After lunch, some of us did some birding 

around the restaurant while others had a little power nap. 

Late afternoon seawatching at the mirador of Paraiso did 

not yield the hoped-for Black-capped Petrel; and apart 

from a few Royal Terns and Brown Pelicans, no other 

birds were seen. After dusk, we drove up Cachote road to 

look for Ashy-faced Owl. Fairly soon, I found a perched 

bird but, very frustratingly, a couple of noisy motorcycles 

from both sides chased off the bird. Very bad timing! 

Luckily, about ten minutes later, the owl was relocated 

nearby and marvellously seen in the spotlight by the entire 

group! 

 

The next early morning, there was no response of Least 

Poorwill at a known site along Cachote road. It was foggy 

and windy, so our chances of seeing this bird were very 

slim. Nevertheless, we got to the upper cloud forest of 

Cachote early, and it paid off: the elusive Eastern Chat-

Tanager was the first bird we got to see! It was our 

principal target for the day; and right at the crack of dawn, 

we got nice views of a singing adult. A great birthday 

bird for Cindy! After a local breakfast prepared by the 

community of Cachote, we travelled back down and 

Hispaniolan Amazon by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Ashy-faced Owl by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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started our long journey to Sabana de la Mar in the north-eastern corner of the country. We made a 

memorable stop in the forest, where some of us did a celebration dance, together with our Dominican 

drivers, on the Bachata music of Raulin Rodrigues! 

 

Los Haitises National Park, west of Sabana de la Mar, is the stronghold for one of the rarest raptors in 

the world: the critically endangered Ridgway’s Hawk. Our local guide, Juan, carefully monitors the 

hawks in the area at Caño Hondo, and the day before we arrived he had observed an adult near our 

hotel. Promising news! The following morning, we woke up with pouring rain. A small window in 

between the showers allowed us to explore a trail through the open fields next to the hotel. Plain Pigeon 

was our main target here, and a couple were seen in flight. Limpkins were foraging in a field at close 

range, and a couple of Village Weavers also caught our attention.  

 

After breakfast, we met up with Juan and, luckily, the rain had stopped. We went directly to the site 

where Juan had seen the hawk the day before. However, it was easier said than done, because the rains 

had increased the water levels of the stream and the bridge was completely flooded. There was no other 

way than taking off our boots and wading through the stream in order to get to the other side. 

Consequently, we got quite wet and muddy, but for a good reason: Juan almost immediately called out 

that he saw a Ridgway’s Hawk! After wading through some more mud, we managed to get to the forest 

edge where the hawk was beautifully perched up in a tree. It was a colour-banded female and we 

watched it for a prolonged time in the scope. Mission accomplished! Antillean Piculet in the tree above 

us was a nice side catch. On our way back, most of us waded back through the river but Herb took the 

acrobatic and more challenging route crossing over a slippery fallen tree. After a nice lunch, we 

travelled back towards Santo Domingo with a brief stop at the wharf of Sabana de la Mar. Here we 

scoped several Cabot’s Terns, a Grey Plover and an Osprey, but there was no sign of the hoped-for 

Caribbean Martins. However, the following morning, the group got a nice flock of Caribbean Martins 

right from the airport terminal during international departure – a great ending to a superb trip! 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Annotated List of species recorded 

Note: Number in brackets ( ) indicate number of days on the tour the species was recorded. 

 

Birds (113 in total: 111 seen, 2 heard) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2017. IOC World Bird List (v 7.3). 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl Anatidae 

West Indian Whistling Duck (VU)  Dendrocygna arborea 

(1) 10 Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1. 

A pair with ducklings was observed along a stream.  

Blue-winged Teal   Spatula discors 

(1) 2 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Two drakes were present at the lagoon. 

Northern Shoveler   Spatula clypeata 

(1) 9 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A small flock was foraging in the lagoon. 

American Wigeon   Mareca americana 

(1) 4 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A small flock was observed in flight. 

 

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae 

American Flamingo   Phoenicopterus ruber 

(1) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1. 

Several distant birds were scoped. 

 

Tropicbirds Phaethontidae 

White-tailed Tropicbird   Phaethon lepturus catesbyi 

(1) 8 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Adults were seen in flight close to their nesting sites. 

 

Ibises and Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 

American White Ibis   Eudocimus albus albus 

(1) 10 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Foraging in the lagoon among the egrets. 

 

Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

Least Bittern   Ixobrychus exilis exilis 

(1) Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A bird in flight was seen by a single observer. 

Green Heron   Butorides virescens virescens 

(3) Rabo de Gato 19.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, Caño Hondo 24.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

This species was seen at various sites. 

Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis 

(5) en route 19.1, observed en route 21-24.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Common and widespread, especially in open farmland and pastures. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Great Blue Heron   Ardea herodias occidentalis 

(1) Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A singleton was present at the lagoon. 

Great Egret   Ardea alba egretta 

(5) en route 19.1, Laguna de Oviedo 21.1, observed en route 21-23.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Caño Hondo 

24.1. 

Common and widespread. 

Reddish Egret (NT)  Egretta rufescens rufescens 

(2) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1 and 2 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

White morphs were observed at close range at two sites. 

Tricolored Heron   Egretta tricolor ruficollis 

(2) 2 Laguna de Oviedo 21.1 and 20 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A large foraging flock was present at Laguna Cabo Rojo. 

Little Blue Heron   Egretta caerulea 

(2) 5 Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Birds (adults and juveniles) were seen at two sites. 

Snowy Egret   Egretta thula thula 

(4) en route 19.1, Laguna de Oviedo 21.1, en route 21.1, 59 Cabo Rojo 22.1 and en route 23.1. 

Fairly common and widespread. 

 

Pelicans Pelecanidae 

Brown Pelican   Pelecanus occidentalis occidentalis 

(4) Observed en route 21-23.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

Fairly common along the south coast. 

 

Frigatebirds Fregatidae 

Magnificent Frigatebird   Fregata magnificens 

(3) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1, en route 21.1, 7 Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

Small numbers were seen along the south coast. 

 

New World Vultures Cathartidae 

Turkey Vulture   Cathartes aura aura 

(2) en route 23.1, en route 24.1, Caño Hondo 24.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

Only seen in the eastern part of the country, where fairly common. 
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Osprey Pandionidae 

Western Osprey   Pandion haliaetus ridgwayi 

(1) Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

A single bird flew overhead. 

 

Hawks, Eagles, and Kites Accipitridae 

Ridgway's Hawk (CR)  Buteo ridgwayi 

(1) Caño Hondo 24.1. 

An adult posing in a tree was observed in the scope for a prolonged time. Endemic. 

Red-tailed Hawk   Buteo jamaicensis jamaicensis 

(4) 2 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, La Placa 21.1, Alcoa Road 22.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Birds in flight were seen at various sites. 

 

Rails, Gallinules, and Coots Rallidae 

Common Gallinule   Gallinula galeata cerceris 

(2) Rabo de Gato 19.1, Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1 and Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Observed at a few sites. 

 

Limpkin Aramidae 

Limpkin   Aramus guarauna elucus 

(4) 1 heard Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, 1 heard Puerto Escondido 21.1, 1 heard en route 23.1 

and 3 Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Three birds were watched at close range at Caño Hondo. 

 

Stilts and Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-necked Stilt   Himantopus mexicanus mexicanus 

(2) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1 and 40 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A large flock was present at the lagoon. 

 

Plovers and Lapwings Charadriidae 

Grey Plover   Pluvialis squatarola cynosurae 

(1) Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

A bird in non-breeding plumage was scoped. 

Killdeer   Charadrius vociferus ternominatus 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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(3) Puerto Escondido 21.1, Laguna de Oviedo 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Small numbers were seen at various sites. 

 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

Stilt Sandpiper   Calidris himantopus 

(2) 3 Laguna de Oviedo 21.1 and 90 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A large flock was present at Laguna Cabo Rojo. 

Least Sandpiper   Calidris minutilla 

(1) 5 Laguna de Oviedo 21.1. 

A small flock was scoped here. 

Spotted Sandpiper   Actitis macularius 

(1) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1. 

A bird in non-breeding plumage. 

Lesser Yellowlegs   Tringa flavipes 

(2) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1 and Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Good numbers were seen at two sites. 

Greater Yellowlegs   Tringa melanoleuca 

(2) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1 and Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Several together with Lesser Yellowlegs at two sites. 

 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers Laridae 

Royal Tern   Thalasseus maximus maximus 

(3) en route 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

Seen at various coastal locations. 

Cabot's Tern   Thalasseus acuflavidus acuflavidus 

(1) Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

A flock was resting on top of a yacht. 

Common Tern   Sterna hirundo hirundo 

(1) Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

Two distant birds were observed in flight. Most likely this migrant species. 

 

Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

Rock Dove   Columba livia var. domestica 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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(4) Santo Domingo Zona Colonial 19.1, Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, en route 21.1, en 

route 23.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

A common feral species found in human settlements. 

Plain Pigeon (NT)  Patagioenas inornata 

(1) Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Birds were observed in flight. 

Common Ground Dove   Columbina passerina insularis 

(5) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, en route 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, 

Alcoa Road 22.1, Cachote 23.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Common and widespread on the island. 

White-fronted Quail-Dove (EN)  Geotrygon leucometopia 

(3) Rabo de Gato 19.1, 2 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and 1 heard La Placa 21.1. 

We had prolonged scope views of an adult foraging on the track at Zapoten. Endemic. 

Mourning Dove   Zenaida macroura macroura 

(6) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, 

Alcoa Road 22.1, en route 23.1 and en route 24.1. 

Common and widespread on the island. 

Zenaida Dove   Zenaida aurita zenaida 

(1) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

A single adult was briefly observed on the track at Zapoten. 

White-winged Dove   Zenaida asiatica asiatica 

(1) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1. 

A flyby at the lake. Also seen by participants in Santo Domingo prior to the tour. 

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

Smooth-billed Ani   Crotophaga ani 

(4) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, en route 19.1, en route 22.1, en route 23.1 and Caño 

Hondo 24.1. 

Fairly common and widespread in secondary habitat. 

Mangrove Cuckoo   Coccyzus minor 

(1) 1 heard Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1. 

A distant bird responded to tape. 

Bay-breasted Cuckoo (EN)  Coccyzus rufigularis 

(2) 1 heard Rabo de Gato 19.1 and La Placa 21.1. 

Endemic. Outstanding views of an adult that came in to tape playback. 
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Hispaniolan Lizard Cuckoo   Coccyzus longirostris longirostris 

(5) 2 Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, La Placa 21.1, en route 21.1, Alcoa Road 22.1, Cachote 

23.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

A fairly common island endemic that was observed at various sites. 

 

Barn-Owls Tytonidae 

Ashy-faced Owl   Tyto glaucops 

(2) 1 heard Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and Cachote 22.1. 

An adult was spotlighted after dusk. A scarce but widespread island endemic. 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Burrowing Owl   Athene cunicularia troglodytes 

(3) Puerto Escondido 20.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1 and 3 Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Small numbers were observed at various sites. 

 

Nightjars and Allies Caprimulgidae 

Least Poorwill (NT)  Siphonorhis brewsteri brewsteri 

(1) 1 heard Puerto Escondido 21.1. 

A singing bird was heard just out of town. Endemic to Hispaniola. 

Hispaniolan Nightjar   Antrostomus ekmani 

(1) 3 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

Two birds were spotlighted in the highlands just before dawn. Endemic to Hispaniola. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

Antillean Palm Swift   Tachornis phoenicobia phoenicobia 

(4) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, en route 19.1, en route 21.1, Alcoa Road 22.1, Caño 

Hondo 24.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

A fairly common and widespread Caribbean species, often near stands of palms. 

 

Hummingbirds Trochilidae 

Antillean Mango   Anthracothorax dominicus dominicus 

(5) Santo Domingo Zona Colonial 19.1, Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Puerto Escondido 

21.1, La Placa 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, Cachote 23.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Fairly common and widespread in the foothills and lowlands. 
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Hispaniolan Emerald   Chlorostilbon swainsonii 

(3) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, Rabo de Gato 21.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

An island endemic seen well at two highland sites, but also in the garden at Villa Barancoli. 

Vervain Hummingbird   Mellisuga minima vielloti 

(1) Santo Domingo Zona Colonial 19.1 and Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1. 

Various were seen in Santo Domingo and the Botanical Garden. The second smallest bird in the world. 

 

Trogons Trogonidae 

Hispaniolan Trogon (NT)  Priotelus roseigaster 

(2) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and 2 Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Several of this neat island endemic were observed at two highland sites. 

 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

Belted Kingfisher   Megaceryle alcyon 

(1) Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A bird in flight was seen by a single observer. 

 

Todies Todidae 

Broad-billed Tody   Todus subulatus 

(4) 1 heard Rabo de Gato 19.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, La Placa 21.1, Alcoa Road 22.1 and 1 heard 

Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Common by voice at lower elevations. Seen well, especially at La Placa. 

Narrow-billed Tody   Todus angustirostris 

(3) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, 1 heard Alcoa Road 22.1 and 1 heard Cachote 23.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Mainly restricted to the highlands. Sympatric with Broad-billed, replacing it at 

higher elevations. 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 

Antillean Piculet   Nesoctites micromegas micromegas 

(3) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, La Placa 21.1 and 2 Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Seen at various sites. 

Hispaniolan Woodpecker   Melanerpes striatus 

(6) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, La Placa 21.1, Alcoa 

Road 22.1, Cachote 23.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 
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Endemic to Hispaniola. A common but very attractive island speciality. 

 

Falcons and Caracaras Falconidae 

American Kestrel   Falco sparverius dominicensis 

(5) en route 19.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, en route 21.1, Alcoa Road 22.1, en route 23.1 and Caño 

Hondo 24.1. 

Seen at various locations on the island. 

Merlin   Falco columbarius columbarius 

(2) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1 and La Placa 21.1. 

Birds in flight were briefly observed. 

 

African & New World Parrots Psittacidae 

Hispaniolan Amazon (VU)  Amazona ventralis 

(2) 2 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and 15 Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Prolonged scope views of adults at two sites in the Sierra de Bahoruco. 

Hispaniolan Parakeet (VU)  Psittacara chloropterus 

(3) 35 Santo Domingo Zona Colonial 19.1, Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, La Placa 21.1 and 

Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. A nice flock was observed from the balcony of our hotel in Santo Domingo. A 

pair at its nest was watched in the Botanical Gardens. 

 

Tyrant Flycatchers Tyrannidae 

Greater Antillean Elaenia   Elaenia fallax cherriei 

(1) 2 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola and Jamaica. A pair responded well to tape. 

Hispaniolan Pewee   Contopus hispaniolensis hispaniolensis 

(2) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and 3 Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Birds were seen at various locations in the highlands. 

Grey Kingbird   Tyrannus dominicensis dominicensis 

(5) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, 1 heard en route 21.1, Alcoa Road 22.1, en route 23.1 and 

Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Common in the lowlands.  

Stolid Flycatcher   Myiarchus stolidus dominicensis 

(4) 1 heard Rabo de Gato 19.1, Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, La Placa 21.1, Rabo de Gato 

21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, Alcoa Road 22.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 
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Seen well at various locations during the tour. 

 

Vireos Vireonidae 

Flat-billed Vireo   Vireo nanus 

(1) La Placa 21.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. A singing bird was successfully targeted at La Placa. 

Black-whiskered Vireo   Vireo altiloquus altiloquus 

(3) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, 1 heard La Placa 21.1 and 1 heard Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Several were observed in the Botanical Gardens of Santo Domingo.  

 

Crows, Jays, and Magpies Corvidae 

Hispaniolan Palm Crow (NT)  Corvus palmarum 

(1) 2 Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Two adults were watched at the ranger station. 

White-necked Crow (VU)  Corvus leucognaphalus 

(2) 13 Rabo de Gato 19.1 and 1 heard Caño Hondo 24.1. 

A large flock was observed above Villa Barancoli. Birds at Caño Hondo remained heard-only. 

 

Palmchat Dulidae 

Palmchat   Dulus dominicus 

(5) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Rabo de Gato 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, Cachote 23.1 and 

Caño Hondo 24.1. 

A monotypic family and endemic to Hispaniola. Common to abundant in the lowlands. 

 

Swallows Hirundinidae 

Golden Swallow (VU)  Tachycineta euchrysea sclateri 

(2) 2 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

A rare island endemic that was seen at two highland sites. Probably extirpated in Jamaica. 

Caribbean Martin   Progne dominicensis 

(1) Aeropuerto Las Américas, Santo Domingo 25.1. 

Observed by various tour participants from the airport terminal. 

Cave Swallow   Petrochelidon fulva fulva 

(1) Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Small numbers of birds in flight. 
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Mockingbirds and Thrashers Mimidae 

Northern Mockingbird   Mimus polyglottos orpheus 

(5) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, en route 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, 

Alcoa Road 22.1, en route 23.1, Caño Hondo 24.1 and Sabana de la Mar Wharf 24.1. 

Common and widespread in the country. 

 

Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

Rufous-throated Solitaire   Myadestes genibarbis montanus 

(2) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and 1 heard Cachote 23.1. 

Their beautiful songs were heard at two sites. An adult was seen well at Zapoten. 

Bicknell's Thrush (VU)  Catharus bicknelli 

(1) 2 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

Adults of this scarce migrant were seen on two occasions that day up at Zapoten. 

La Selle Thrush (EN)  Turdus swalesi swalesi 

(1) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Brief glimpses of multiple adults crossing the Zapoten track in the morning by 

most participants. Two birds were heard counter-singing before dusk and some got lucky with brief 

binocular views. 

Red-legged Thrush   Turdus plumbeus ardosiaceus 

(5) 4 Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, La Placa 21.1, Alcoa 

Road 22.1 and Cachote 23.1. 

Fairly common and widespread Caribbean speciality. 

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus 

(5) en route 19.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, en route 23.1 and en route 24.1. 

A common non-native introduced species. 

 

Weavers and Allies Ploceidae 

Village Weaver   Ploceus cucullatus 

(2) Puerto Escondido 21.1 and 2 Caño Hondo 24.1. 

A non-native introduced species that was observed at two sites. 

 

Waxbills and Allies Estrildidae 

Tricolored Munia   Lonchura malacca 
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(1) Caño Hondo 24.1. 

A small flock of this non-native introduced species was scoped. 

 

Finches, Euphonias Fringillidae 

Hispaniolan Crossbill (EN)  Loxia megaplaga 

(2) 2 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

This scarce island endemic was scoped for a prolonged time in the pines at Zapoten. 

Antillean Siskin   Spinus dominicensis 

(1) 5 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Several males were seen feeding in a fruiting tree. 

Antillean Euphonia   Euphonia musica musica 

(3) 1 heard Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, 2 La Placa 21.1 and 1 heard Alcoa Road 22.1. 

A pair was observed well in the trees at La Placa. 

 

New World Warblers Parulidae 

Ovenbird   Seiurus aurocapilla furvior 

(2) Rabo de Gato 19.1 and Puerto Escondido 21.1. 

This migrant was seen at two sites. 

Louisiana Waterthrush   Parkesia motacilla 

(2) La Placa 21.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Good views of this migrant at two sites. 

Northern Waterthrush   Parkesia noveboracensis 

(1) Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Quite a few were present in the mangrove scrub. 

Black-and-white Warbler   Mniotilta varia 

(3) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and La Placa 21.1. 

A fairly common boreal migrant that was seen at various sites. 

Common Yellowthroat   Geothlypis trichas 

(1) Caño Hondo 24.1. 

A few were present in the pastureland next to the hotel. 

American Redstart   Setophaga ruticilla 

(4) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, 

La Placa 21.1 and Cachote 23.1. 

A common boreal migrant that was seen at various sites. 
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Cape May Warbler   Setophaga tigrina 

(4) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, 

La Placa 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

This year good numbers of this boreal migrant were seen, including a few drab individuals. 

Northern Parula   Setophaga americana 

(4) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Caño Hondo 

24.1. 

A fairly common boreal migrant that was seen at various sites. 

Mangrove Warbler   Setophaga petechia albicollis 

(1) Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Birds of the resident race albicollis (very similar looking to the boreal American Yellow Warbler) were 

seen in the scrub at the lagoon. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler   Setophaga caerulescens caerulescens 

(3) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, La Placa 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

A fairly common boreal migrant on the island. 

Palm Warbler   Setophaga palmarum palmarum 

(2) Laguna de Oviedo 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

A fairly common boreal migrant that was seen at various locations. 

Pine Warbler   Setophaga pinus chrysoleuca 

(2) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Birds of the resident race were observed in highland pine forests at two sites. 

Myrtle Warbler   Setophaga coronata coronata 

(1) Alcoa Road 22.1. 

A singleton of this boreal migrant was observed. 

Yellow-throated Warbler   Setophaga dominica 

(2) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1 and 2 Puerto Escondido 21.1. 

A scarce boreal migrant that was seen on two occasions. 

Prairie Warbler   Setophaga discolor discolor 

(2) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1 and Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

A fairly common boreal migrant on the island. 

 

Family uncertain Incertae Sedis 2 

Green-tailed Warbler   Microligea palustris 

(1) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 
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 vasta:  

(1) Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Fairly common in the highlands but also seen at Cabo Rojo (race vasta). 

White-winged Warbler (VU)  Xenoligea montana 

(1) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Several small flocks were observed along the Zapoten track in the highlands. 

Sometimes named Hispaniolan Highland Tanager. 

 

Troupials and Allies Icteridae 

Hispaniolan Oriole   Icterus dominicensis 

(2) 1 heard Rabo de Gato 19.1 and 3 Puerto Escondido 21.1. 

Adults and juveniles were observed at a banana plantation just out of town. 

Greater Antillean Grackle   Quiscalus niger niger 

(2) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Fairly common and widespread in the lowlands. 

 

Bananaquit Coerebidae 

Bananaquit   Coereba flaveola bananivora 

(5) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, Puerto Escondido 21.1, La Placa 21.1, Cabo Rojo 22.1, 

Alcoa Road 22.1, Cachote 23.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Common and vocal, especially in the lowlands. 

 

Tanagers and Allies Thraupidae 

Yellow-faced Grassquit   Tiaris olivaceus olivaceus 

(2) Puerto Escondido 21.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Small numbers were seen at two sites. Also seen in Santo Domingo prior to the tour. 

Greater Antillean Bullfinch   Loxigilla violacea affinis 

(3) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, La Placa 21.1 and 2 Cabo Rojo 22.1. 

Small numbers were observed at various sites. 

Black-crowned Tanager   Phaenicophilus palmarum 

(6) Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens 19.1, 1 heard Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1, La Placa 21.1, 

Cabo Rojo 22.1, Alcoa Road 22.1, Cachote 23.1 and Caño Hondo 24.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. A fairly common and attractive bird. 
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Western Chat-Tanager   Calyptophilus tertius 

(1) 3 Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. These skulkers were observed well along the Zapoten track. 

Eastern Chat-Tanager (VU)  Calyptophilus frugivorus neibae 

(1) Cachote 23.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. A singing bird was observed well in the cloud forest in the higher parts of the 

area. 

Hispaniolan Spindalis   Spindalis dominicensis 

(2) Zapoten, Sierra de Bahoruco 20.1 and Alcoa Road 22.1. 

Endemic to Hispaniola. Pairs were seen well at two highland sites. 
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